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*xxx* Excerpt from A Hoosier in Russia: The Only White Tsar His Imperialism, Country and People In the compilation of this little volume | have
avoided tedious and tiresome descriptions of palaces and places, such as are customary in books of travel. | have also abstained as far as possible
from the use of foreign words, which are meaningless to most readers. There have been few references to guide-books and histories, the aim being
to give plain, practical descriptions of things seen by the writer. Believing that few readers care for my individual opinions upon the customs and
laws of the country, | have attempted to refrain from incorporating herein expression of my own sentiment, although it must necessarily be found
to a greater or less extent in a work where the personal pronoun is employed. The intention has been to tell, in a natural way, what | saw in a
summer s travel through a remarkable country, among a strange and interesting people - a story such as one would narrate from his lips to a
friend, without any effort to literary merit, and with the view constantly before me of giving the reader a clear idea of Russia, her people, their
customs, the oppressions they bear and the pleasures they indulge in; so that they will be retained in the mind, and not forgotten in an attempt to
charge the memory with the technicalities of history and description and the butterflies of poetry. To Mr. Charles E. Sickels, the directing artist of the
Lorborn Publishing Company, the credit for the artistic effect is due. His faithful illustrations were largely conceived from the descriptions contained
in the...
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