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**xxx Excerpt from History of the Congregational Churches in the Berks, South Oxon and South Bucks Association: With Notes on the Earlier
Nonconformist History of the District The task of setting forth in outline the history of the churches in this Association presents one difficulty which
scarcely exists in the case of any other Congregational Association in the country. It has always been more or less independent of county
boundaries. At the present time, it includes the whole of Berkshire, with about two-thirds of Oxfordshire and one-third of Buckinghamshire. But two
churches in Middlesex, with one church and two mission-stations in Hampshire, are comprised within its limits; and in the past it has extended its
operations further into Middlesex, and even into Wiltshire and Hertfordshire. The author at one time thought of compiling three county histories, of
Berkshire, Oxfordshire, and Buckinghamshire respectively. This plan, however, proved open to a two-fold objection. In the first place, the churches
in part of the two latter counties are included in a different association (the North Bucks Union), and he had not the same opportunity of becoming
acquainted with their history as he has enjoyed in the case of the Association in whose bounds his whole ministerial career has been spent, although
in the pastoral charge of three successive churches. And again, there are instances, as in the south of Oxfordshire, where the entire history of
churches was so closely identified with that of others on the other side of the river, that it was difficult to deal with them separately. These
considerations have led him to put the records with which he was dealing in the form of an Association history...
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