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The day before yesterday I came through the desert country following the track of the wild beasts under the mountains. I came near my beloved
Samal s house, and found that rose-coloured spot deserted. I quickly became anxious with many doubts, and I sent out trusty scouts to all four
quarters. If the King knows upon his throne, good luck will come to the ripe fruit of his garden. Wheresoever may be the appointed place for the
expedition, let the armies come to the spot agreed on.1 I remember Allah and All, and I recognize the diKerence between friend and foe as well.
Where is my beloved friend Samal? She is not shut up as an idiot in a lock-up, nor is she in the prison of the English. She is staying at Chotl in the
uneven country with the heroes descended from All,2 the generous children of the lion Jamal Han. In the morning a call came from the Sahib, and
the Chiefs girt up their loins to meet him preparing for the stages of the road. I came to a town embowered in palm-groves, and entered into the
bazaar of Dera.3 I saw a Kanjarl, a woman like a peacock, who came swaying her body looking like a moon on the fourteenth day. She had
sprinkled her plaits with scents of attar and sweet musk. A vile custom is that of...
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