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**xxxx Excerpt from Report of the Committee on Arrangements and Reception to the Chief of Staff of the United States Army and Officers of the
General Staff, 1920 The following report on the reception to the Chief of Staff and Officers of the General Staff held at the New Willard Hotel on the
occasion of the annual meeting of the Society, Tuesday evening, December 4, 1917, is herewith respectfully submitted by the Committee on
Arrangements and Reception appointed by his Excellency, Mr. J. Burr Johnson, Governor of the Society. It has been delayed, not only on account of
many members of our Society being engaged in war work, but also in consequence of the few meetings that have been held since that time. Cards
of invitation were sent to the Chief of Staff and each officer of the General Staff, about seventy in all, most of whom accepted. The Secretary of War
was also invited to be present but could not do so on account of a previous engagement. A patriotic feature of the meeting that was held preceding
the reception was the decision to send a sum to our soldiers abroad to be expended as might be seen fit. Pursuant to this action, the following
resolution was unanimously adopted: Be it resolved by the Society: That at the meetings of the Society during the period of the war, the serving of
refreshments shall be omitted and the amount usually expended thereon shall be sent to General John L. Pershing, Commander of the American
Expeditionary Forces in France, to be expended by him for the benefit of American soldiers, as in his discretion he shall see fit and...
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