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Father of our Country was born in Westmorland Co., Va., Feb. 22, 1732. His parents were Augustine and Mary (Ball) Washington. The family to which
he belonged has not been satisfactorily traced in England. His great-grandfather, John Washington, emigrated to Virginia about 1657, and became
a prosperous planter. He had two sons, Lawrence and John. The former married Mildred Warner and had three children, John, Augustine and
Mildred. Augustine, the father of George, first married Jane Butler, who bore him four children, two of whom, Lawrence and Augustine, reached
maturity. Of six children by his second marriage, George was the eldest, the others being Betty, Samuel, John Augustine, Charles and Mildred.
Augustine Washington, the father of George, died in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate on
the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon, and to George he left the parental residence. George received only such education as the
neighborhood schools afforded, save for a short time after lie left school, when he received private instruction in mathematics. His spelling was
rather defective. Remarkable stories are told of his great physical strength and development at an early age. He was an acknowledged leader
among his companions, and was early noted for that nobleness of character, fairness and veracity which characterized his whole life. When George
was 14 years old lie had a desire to go to sea, and a midshipman s warrant was secured for him, but through the opposition of his mother the idea
was abandoned. Two years...
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