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***x* Excerpt from Essentials of Medicine: A Text-Book of Medicine, for Students Beginning a Medical Course, for Nurses, and for All Others Interested
in the Care of the Sick Several years experience as a teacher of medicine in a medical school and medical lecturer to nurses has convinced the
writer that there is a great need for a book similar to the one which he now respectfully submits to the reader. Many American medical students lack
perspective in their medical studies. They do not learn the A, B, C of the disease first and then proceed to its more difficult study. During their second
year they are taught the pathology of a disease, including a discussion of the nature of the disease as a whole and its most difficult points. During
the next year they hear much of its clinical chemistry and microscopy, and more of the theories concerning it. In the fourth year perhaps they see
their first patient with that disease. They read up at once, often in a large system of medicine, all about its symptoms, course, clinical varieties,
complications, sequelae, and treatment. And so it is no wonder that if at the end of the fourth year, in a quiz, the instructor asks a very simple
question about that disease, they look confused. Ask about some difficult and worthless theory and they can talk at length. If he demands a
definition of that disease in twenty words for instance, they look dazed. Ask for its four most important symptoms and the four they give will often
be the disputed, the accidental, or the rare ones. They have not learned to separate the important from...
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