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was yet to come, but the contest with Gainas immediately succeeded the fall of Eutropius. The Empress procured the elevation of Aurelian,
Praetorian Prefect, to the consulship, and of her favourite (some said her criminal lover8), Count John, to the office of Comptroller of the Eoyal
Treasury, or sacred largesses. The public affairs of the Empire were discussed and settled in a sort of cabinet council by her and her friends, of
whom three wealthy but avaricious ladies, Castricia, Eugraphia, and Marcia, were the most influential. The haughty and manly spirit of the Gothic
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lesser power, -L=d complained that his services had been inadequately requited, and demanded, as a preliminary to any further correspondence,
the surrender of three principal favourites at Court--Aurelian the Consul, Saturninus the husband of Castricia, and the Count John. The
embarrassment of the Court was extreme; but the three ministers, in a genuine spirit, to all appearance, of Eoman courage...
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