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**xxx Excerpt from Pumping Engines for Water Works This, accompanied by the touchstone of personal experience, will, it is hoped, make a strong
appeal to human interest. Those about to take up or to extend the study of steam engines, pumps, and pumping engines, are often discouraged at
the very start from approaching the matter as closely as they desire, by the complicated character of the opening pages of a great many of the text
books; and, although natural laws and their principles and effects must be necessarily wrestled with to a very serious extent by the student at school,
and others later, by way of substantial foundation for after life, it seems as though there might be a small space available for a book which deals
with the subject in a somewhat primitive manner, in plain every-day words, without taking too much knowledge for granted upon the part of the
reader, and with the almost total absence of mathematical details. If the student or the layman hesitates at the smaller books, some of which are
really too brief upon important points and often assume too much knowledge of principles and details upon the part of the reader, then it may be
imagined with what thoughts and feelings the beginner or the seeker after knowledge approaches the larger books, which go so thoroughly into
minute details. Besides all this, even a person of experience likes to see something in print which clearly and unmistakably coincides with his own
views. It makes him feel that he is not mistaken in his own course and ideas, which is more or less assuring to anyone. In the following pages it has...
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