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**xxx U.S.-Vietnam diplomatic and economic relations remained essentially frozen for more than a decade after the 1975 communist victory in
South Vietnam. Washington and Hanoi have incrementally normalized relations over the past decade. The pace has been relatively slow due to
continued debate in the United States and Vietnam over improved relations. Congress has played a significant role in the normalization process.
Bilateral relations took a major step forward in February 1994, when President Clinton ordered an end to the 19-year old U.S. trade embargo on
Vietnam. The following year, the United States and Vietnam settled diplomatic and private property claims and opened liaison offices in Washington
and Hanoi. In April 1997, a U.S. Ambassador was approved by the Senate and took up his post in Hanoi. In March 1998, President Clinton granted a
waiver from the Jackson-Vanik amendment that smoothed the way for Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and Export-Import Bank
support for U.S. business in Vietnam. On July 13, 2000, the U.S. and Vietnam continued their normalization by signing a sweeping bilateral trade
agreement (BTA), which was approved by Congress and signed by President Bush in 2001. Vietnam ratified the agreement shortly thereafter. Under
the BTA, the U.S. extended .
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