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The priest directed me to stand upon the bench, and turning to the men, he bade them raise the door. They put down their bars, and | suppose
touched a concealed spring, for the whole floor at once flew up, and fastened to the large hook over head. Surprised and terrified, | stood
wondering what was to come next. At my feet yawned a deep pit, from which, arose a suffocating vapor, so hot, it almost scorched my face and
nearly stopped my breath. The priest pointed to the heaving, tumbling billows of smoke that were rolling below, and; asked, How would you like to
be thrown into the lime? Not at all, | gasped, in a voice scarcely audible, it would burn me to death. | suppose he thought | was sufficiently
frightened, for he bade his men close the door. This they did by slowly letting down the floor, and | could see that it was in some way supported by
the chains attached to the walls but in what manner | do not know. | was nearly suffocated by the lime smoke that filled the room, and though |
knew not what was in reserve for me, | was glad when my blinder was put on, and | was led away. | think we returned the same way we came, and
entered another room where the scent was so very offensive, that | begged to be taken out immediately. Even before my eyes were uncovered, and |
knew nothing of the loathsome objects by...
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